Ohio Department of Job and Family Services
PERRY COUNTY
2023 MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
TO ADDRESS CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT

i STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

This memorandum of understanding (hereinafter MOU) to address child abuse and
neglect is required by sections 2151.4220, 21514221, 2151.4222, 2151.4223,
21561.4225, 2151.4226, 2151.4228, 2151.4229, 2151.4230, 2151.4231,
2151.4232, 2151.4233, and 2151.4234 of the Ohio Revised Code and section
5101:2-33-26 of the Ohio Administrative Code. It is an agreement among Perry
County Children Services and community partners that delineates roles and
responsibilities for referring, reporting, investigating, and prosecuting child abuse
and neglect cases. The MOU also identifies procedures for collaborative service
provisions needed to ensure child safety, permanence, and well-being, and the
minimum requirements of screening, assessment/investigation, and service
planning, to meet mandates included in children services legislation passed by the
134" Ohio General Assembly. Two primary goals of this MOU are:

¢ The elimination of all unnecessary interviews of children who are the subject

of reports of child abuse or neglect;

+ When feasible, conducting only one interview of a child who is the subject of
a report of child abuse or neglect.

Throughout the state each County Department of Job and Family Services
(CDJFS)/Public Children Services Agency (PCSA) provides the following services
to their communities:

Screening: The capacity to accept and screen referrals of suspected child abuse,
neglect, and/or dependency includes but is not limited to the following: Receiving
referrals 24 hours/day, 7 days/week; Recording and retaining referral information;
Following Ohio’s screening guidelines based on Ohio Administrative and Revised
Code and categorizing the child maltreatment type; Adherence to a protocol for
making screening and differential response pathway decisions regarding referrals
of suspected child abuse, neglect, and/or dependency within 24 hours from the
time of the referral; Documenting case decisions; And assigning a response
priority of emergency or hon-emergency to any screened in report.

Assessment and Investigation: The capacity to investigate and assess
accepted reports of suspected child abuse, neglect, and/or dependency, includes
responding to emergency reports within one (1) hour and non-emergency reports
within twenty-four (24) hours; Conducting an initial Safety Assessment using a
standardized CAPM (Comprehensive Assessment Planning Model) tool within the
timeline prescribed in the Ohio Administrative Code; Completing a more in-depth
CAPM Family Assessment including a clinical and actuarial risk assessment
within forty-five (45) working days with the option of a fifteen (15) day extension
for extenuating circumstances as prescribed in the Ohio Administrative Code;
Working collaboratively with other investigative agencies when appropriate;
Making traditional response case dispositions within required timeframes;
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Evaluating the need for protective, prevention, or supportive services and/or court
involvement; and documenting all activities and case determinations.

Service Provision: The capacity to provide services that ameliorate, eliminate, or
reduce future child maltreatment and the conditions which led to abuse, neglect,
or dependency includes providing service planning and case management
coordination; ldentifying and stating the concern and behavior change(s) needed
for reunification to occur through the use of the CAPM Family Case Plan;
Monitering the family's case progress, measuring service outcomes, re-assessing
safety and risk, and evaluating permanency options by using the CAPM Case
Review and Semi-Annual Review tools; And adhering to existing visitation,
documentation, and case closure protocols.

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF EACH PARTICIPATING AGENCY

CDJFS/PCSA (If a combined agency or stand-alone PCSA)

The Perry County Children Services is the lead agency for the investigation
of child abuse, neglect, or dependency in Perry County. The Perry County
Children Services will coordinate and facilitate meetings, establish standards
and protocol for joint assessment/investigation with law enforcement, cross-
referrals, collection of forensic evidence, confidentiality, and training of
signatories as required by statute. Child Protective Services staff and
management will also participate in meetings and frainings as deemed
appropriate at the discretion of the Director.

LAW ENFORCEMENT

The County Sheriff and each Chief of the local political subdivisions will have
responsibility for: taking referrals/reports alleging child abuse and neglect from
any source within their respective jurisdiction; Referring reports to Perry County
Children Services as soon as possible or within 1 hour for emergencies and
24 hours for non-emergencies for investigation of the circumstances;
Determining whether allegations of abuse or neglect rise to the level of criminal
conduct; Cooperating with Perry County Children Services in a joint and
thorough investigation when the information contained in the report lends itself
to allege a present danger; Assisting Perry County Children Services in
hazardous situations where the provision of protective services or the
investigation of child abuse or neglect is impeded; Coordinating with Perry
County Children Services on interviews with principals of the case when there
are serious criminal implications; Notifying Perry County Children Services of
any legal action involving an alleged perpetrator of child abuse or neglect;
Responding to Perry County Children Services's requests for information
regarding the status of the legal action; Providing police record checks for Perry
County Children Services as necessary or requested as permitted by law;
Consulting with Perry County Children Services prior to removal of a child
from their home when possible; Handling and coordinating investigations
involving a child fatality or near fatality which may have resulted from abuse or
neglect.
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C. JUVENILE COURT

The most senior Juvenile Judge in point of service of the county or their
representative, selected by the Judge, if more than one, will be responsible for
attending meetings concerning the MOU, entering into agreements with the
other signatories of the MOU regarding the court’s responsibility to timely hear
and resolve child abuse, neglect, and dependency matters, signing the MOU,
and updating the MOU or approving any amendment.

The juvenile court has a duty to exercise jurisdiction over adults and children to
hear and decide matters as permitted by the Chio Revised Code Chapters 2151
and 2152. The court is responsible for issuing orders regarding the care,
protection, health, safety, mental and physical best interest of children. The
Juvenile Judge shall ensure that due process of law is achieved; Hear evidence
and issue findings of fact and conclusions of law as to any abused, neglected,
or dependent child; Order timely and safe permanency dispositions for children;
Preserve the family environment whenever possible while keeping the
child{ren)'s health and safety paramount.

D. COUNTY PROSECUTOR

The County Prosecutor shall report suspected cases of child abuse and neglect
to Perry County Children Services or appropriate law enforcement agency.
The County Prosecutor shall represent Perry County Children Services in
legal actions to protect a child from further harm resulting from child abuse or
neglect unless the Prosecutor has granted consent for the appointment of an In-
house PCSA Attorney pursuant to Ohio Revised Code chapters 309 and 305.

The prosecuting attorney may inquire into the commission of crimes within the
county. The prosecuting attorney shall prosecute, on behalf of the state, all
complaints, suits, and controversies in which the state is a party, except for those
required to be prosecuted by a special prosecutor or by the attorney general.
The County Prosecutor is to determine, based upon the facts, whether criminal
culpability exists and if enough evidence exists for a matter to be prosecuted.
The prosecutor will be available to law enforcement and Perry County Children
Services staff for questions or assistance in the investigation of child abuse and
heglect cases and eliminate the need for testimony at the municipal court level
by allowing for direct presentation to the Grand Jury, when feasible, to minimize
trauma to child victims. The prosecuting attorney agrees to aid Perry County
Children Servies in protecting the confidential nature of children services
records and investigations; As well as the special protection afforded to the
identity of the reporting source.

E. COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF JOB & FAMILY SERVICES IIf not part of a

combined agency]
(] Not Applicable (if selected, this section is not relevant.)
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If the Perry County Job & Family Services is a separate agency from Perry
County Children Services, employees within the county agency are expected
to report suspected cases of child abuse and neglect to Perry County
Children Services or appropriate law enforcement agency upon receipt;
Collaborate with Perry County Children Services to assist families in caring
for their children; Assure that children at risk of abuse and neglect receive
protective services; Assure service coordination for families already invoived
with the Perry County Children Services; Promote ongoing communication
between Perry County Job & Family Services and Perry County Children
Services regarding mutual clients, including minors under the protective
supervision or in the custody of the Agency and/or minor parents; Assist Perry
County Children Services upon request in obtaining case or assistance group
information regarding a family when the Perry County Children Services is
assessing Title IV-E eligibility or completing an assessment/investigation of a
child at risk or alleged to be abused; Assist Perry County Children Services
in obtaining addresses and attempts te locate parents whose whereabouts are
unknown, pursuant to OAC 5101:2-33-28; And where applicable and permitted
assist Perry County Children Services in locating suitable relatives or kin that
may be available as familial support for the child(ren) or as a placement option.

E. LOCAL ANIMAL CRUELTY REPORTING AGENCY

The local animal cruelty reporting agencies are to investigate reports of animal
abuse and neglect within the county and, pursuant to ORC 2151.421, report
suspected cases of child abuse and neglect that may be observed during the
commission of their duties to Perry County Children Services or local law
enforcement.

G. CHILDREN’'S ADVOCACY CENTER (Must include if agreement with
CDJFS/PCSA exists. Option to skip this section if your agency does not
have a formal agreement with a children’s advocacy center.)

[1 Not Applicable (if selected, this section is not relevant.)

The Children’s Advocacy Center (CAC) will establish internal protocols
regarding the investigation of CAC cases, participate in training as needed,
work jointly and cooperatively in their established role with the other team
members in the investigation of CAC cases, and attend and exchange
information when meeting with Perry County Children Services, law
enforcement, and other signatories of this agreement.

H. CLERK OF COUNTY COMMON PLEAS COURT (Optional per statute, but
benefits to inclusion should be considered per county)
[] Not Applicable (if selected, this section is not relevant.)

The Clerk of County Common Pleas Court will collaborate with Perry County
Children Services, County Prosecutor, and local law enforcement to establish
‘standards and processes for the filing and acceptance of abuse, neglect, and
dependency pleadings; Notice to the necessary parties; Service of process; How
to send and receive communications from the Clerk; Defining acceptable
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methods of communication; Best practices for handling emergencyf/ex parte
motions and orders which require the removal of children and need to be acted
upon in an expeditious manner; Date and timestamp process and any cut-offs;
Determine how and when to expect decisions or entries to be communicated;
Provide periodic training for those involved in the investigation of child abuse
and neglect and the signatories of this MOU; Be available to Perry County
Children Services management staff or the Prosecutor should questions arise.

.  SCOPE OF WORK
The key objective of this MOU is to clearly define the roles and responsibilities of
each agency in the provision of child protective services.

A. Mandated reporters and penalty for failure to report

Persons identified as mandated reporters per Ohio Revised Code section
2151.421, while acting in official or professional capacity, shall immediately
report knowledge or reasonable cause to suspect the abuse or neglect of a
child in accordance with that section. Reports shall be made to Perry
County Children Services or a law enforcement officer.

The penalty for the failure of a person required to report any suspected case
of child abuse and/or neglect pursuant to ORC section 2151.421 shall be a
misdemeanor of the fourth degree. The penalty is a misdemeanor of the
first degree if the child who is the subject of the required report that the
offender fails to make suffers or faces the threat of suffering the physical or
mental wound, injury, disability or condition that would be the basis of the
required report when the child is under the direct care or supervision of the
offender who is then acting in the offender’s official or professional capacity
or when the child is under the direct care or supervision of another person
over whom the offender, while acting in the offender’s official or professional
capacity, has supervisory control. Failure to report suspected chiid abuse
and/or neglect may also result in civil liability in the form of compensatory
or exemplary damages.

if during the course and scope of work Perry County Children Services
has reasonable suspicion to believe that a mandated reported has
failed to report abuse or neglect of a child per statute the agency shall
immediately contact the mandated reporter to gather the report. The
agency will then review the facts with legal counsel and the County
Prosecutor to determine if additional action should be taken. If the
agency has reason to helieve that a false report of suspected child
abuse or neglect has been made, consultation with legal counsel and
the County Prosecutor would also be warranted and sought out,

B. System for receiving reports
Reports of child abuse or neglect shall be made to Perry County Children

Services or any law enforcement officer with jurisdiction in Perry County. if
Perry County Children Services contracts with an outside source to
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receive after-hour calls, a copy of the signed agreement shall be attached
to this MOU which indicates that all reports with identifying and
demographic information of the reporter and principals will be forwarded fo
a designated children services worker within an hour of receipt,
confidentiality requirements will be met, and how the public is informed of
after-hours reporting opportunities.

After hours on-call services are available 365 days a year through
Perry County Children Services. Schedules are provided monthly to
Perry County Sheriff's Office and 911 Dispatch. Calls are directed
through the Perry County Sheriff's Office and 911 during non business
hours, holidays, and agency closures. Reports can be made Monday-
Friday 8:30am-4:30pm by calling the agency's reqular business hours
phone number.

Callers utilizing the regular business hours phone number during non-
business hours will be instructed to contact the Perry County Sheriff’s
Office or dial 911 for emergencies via an automated message.
Dispatchers will collect contact information from the caller and convey
that contact information immediately to the assigned on-call
caseworker who will initiate contact with the reporter to gather
additional information and determine the appropriate response.
Schedules containing the names and contact information of the
assigned on-call caseworkers and assigned on-call supervisors are
provided to PCSO and 211 by fax. Dispatchers shall maintain the
confidentiality of all reporters of child abuse and neglect.

When a law enforcement officer receives a report of possible abuse or
neglect of a child or the possible threat of abuse or neglect of a child, the
law enforcement officer shall refer the report to the appropriate PCSA
unless an arrest is made at the time of the report that results in the
appropriate PCSA being contacted concerning the alleged incident
involving the child.

When Perry County Children Services screens in a report of child abuse,
Perry County Children Services shall notify the appropriate law
enforcement agency of the report, unless law enforcement is present and
an arrest is made at the time of the report that results in the appropriate law
enforcement agency being notified of the child abuse.

When Perry County Children Services screens in a report of child neglect,
and an active safety threat is identified within the first seven days of the
assessment/investigation, Perry County Children Services shall notify the
appropriate law enforcement agency within the first seven days of the
assessment/investigation unless an arrest is made at the time of the report
that results in the appropriate law enforcement agency being notified of the
child neglect.
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C. Responding to mandated reporters

When Perry County Children Services receives a referral from a
mandated reporter who provides their name and contact information, Perry
County Children Services shall forward an initial mandated reporter
notification to the referent within seven days. The notification will be
provided, in accordance with the mandated reporter's preference.
Information shared with the mandated reporter shall include the information
permitted by ORC 2151.421(K):

¢ Whether the agency or center has initiated an investigation of the report;
Whether the agency or center is continuing to investigate the report;

¢ Whether the agency or center is otherwise involved with the child who is
the subject of the report;

¢ The general status of the health and safety of the child who is the subject
of the report;

e Whether the report has resulted in the filing of a complaint in juvenile
court or of criminal charges in another court.

When Perry County Children Services closes an
investigation/assessment reported by a mandated reporter, Perry County
Children Services shall forward an outcome mandated reporter notification
to the referent. The notification will be provided in accordance with the
mandated reporter’s preference. [nformation shared with the mandated
reporter shall be that permitted by ORC 2151.421 to include a nofification
that the agency has closed the investigation along with a point of contact.

D. Roles and responsibilities for handling emergency cases of child
abuse, neglect, and dependency

1. PCSA’s Response Procedure

When Perry County Children Services determines that a report is
emergent, Perry County Children Services shall attempt a face-fo-
face contact with the child subject of the report/ alleged child victim
within one hour of the receipt of the report.

If Perry County Children Services identifies an active safety threat

at any point during the assessment/investigation, the caseworker or
supervisor shall implement a safety response.
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When a non-emergency removal of a child from his own home
is necessary, PCCSB shall:

a. In or Out of Home Safety Planning Procedures

b. File a complaint or motion in the juvenile court with a motion
requesting removal of the child and providing notice in advance
to the parent, guardian, or custodian regarding the time of the
court hearing.

When emergency removal of a child from his/her own home is
necessary, PCCS shall consider removal procedures in the
following order:

a. In or Out of HOme Safety Planning Procedure

b. Petitioning the court for an ex-parte emergency order to
remove the child

c. Filing a complaint or motion in the juvenile court requesting
emergency removal of the child prior to the shelter care hearing
and providing notice in advance to the parent, guardian, or
custodian regarding the time of the court hearing.

d. Requesting the assistance of a law enforcement officer or a
duly authorized officer of the court

PCCS will follow the most preferred procedure for the emergency
removal of a child that will not endanger the child.

In the event that a situation arises outside of normal business
hours in which PCCS staff and law enforcement cannot remedy
or mitigate the safety threat through an in or out of home safety
plan, protocol for contacting the Juvenile Court Judge or their
representative for request of a verbal order will be initiated.

When PCCS removes a child pursuant to (b) it shall petition the
court for an order authorizing the continued placement of the
child within twenty- four hours or the next working day and
request a determination by the court that reasonable efforts were
not possible due to the urgent nature of the child's removal.

When relative placements have been explored and determined to
be unavailable or unsuitable, PCCS shall ensure that the
temporary emergency care for the child is in the least-restrictive,
most family-like setting available to meet the needs of the child
in accordance with rule 5101:2-42 05 of the Administrative Code.
When PCCS removes a child from the home due to abuse, neglect
or dependency and the family is a participant in Ohio Works First
(OWF) or another publicly funding program, PCCSB shall notify
the county Department of Job and Family Services (CDJFS) of the
child's removal.
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2. Law Enforcement and Harcum House Response Procedure

See attached an excuted Memorandum of Understanding which
outlines all protocols regarding Harcum House Child Advocacy
Center.

3. Children in Need of Medical Attention Special Response
Procedures

Children suspected of having severe or life threatening injuries,
injuries that may be related to abuse/neglect, or suspicion of
exposure to harmful substances shall be transported to the
nearest hospital at the time that the injury becomes suspected.
Perry County has one emergency room operated by Genesis
located in Somerset. Procedures for a SANE kit to be collected
are outlined in the attached MOU for the Harcum House.

E. Standards and procedures to be used in handling and coordinating
investigations of reported cases of child abuse and/or neglect

Methods to be used in interviewing the child who is the subject of the
report and who allegedly was abused and/or neglected, alleged
perpetrators, and other family members and witnesses/collaterals will be
discussed and agreed upon in advance by the Perry County Children
Services and the corresponding law enforcement agency.

To the extent possible investigative interviews of children who are the
alleged victims of reports of abuse and/or neglect where criminal activity is
suspected, including reports of human trafficking, are cooperatively planned
by Perry County Children Services and the law enforcement agency of
the jurisdiction.

Every effort will be made by the signatories of this MOU to prevent or reduce
duplicate interviews of the victims or withesses. When feasible, to reduce
trauma complete only one interview with the alleged child victim/ child
subject of the report. Perry County Children Services agrees to be the
lead agency in scheduling the time, place, and location of joint interviews
as well as notifying all participants.

Before starting the interview, the participants will determine who is to be
present in the room, who will be asking the questions, what areas are to be
covered, and who will be the scribe for the interview. Audio and video
recordings may be used when necessary.

When law enforcement or the prosecutor’s office interviews a participant in
a criminal investigation and a representative of Perry County Children
Services is not present, the interviews conducted by law enforcement or
the prosecutor's office may be used by Perry County Children Services
to meet the agency investigative requirements set forth in rule. Law
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enforcement or the prosecutor's office will forward a written summary of the
interview to Perry County Children Services upon request.

The Perry County Children Services agrees not to proceed without the
advice and consent of the prosecutor's office when a criminal investigation
is being conducted concurrently. Perry County Children Services will not
jeopardize a criminal investigation but will work with law enforcement to
protect the safety of the child victim or witnesses. Law enforcement will be
the lead agency in the collection of forensic evidence and will coordinate
with the necessary facilities to obtain and store such evidence properly.

Perry County Children Services shall follow up with law enforcement to
ensure  timely  assistance and to  complete  mandated
assessment/investigation activities within the forty-five-day timeframe. The
timeframe can be extended in special circumstances to a maximum of sixty
days if law enforcement needs additional time; however, Perry County
Children Services must make a disposition within the sixty-day timeframe.

F. Standards and procedures addressing the categories of persons
who may interview the child who is the subject of the report and
who allegedly was abused or neglected

The categories of personnel who may conduct interviews of children who
are the subjects of reports of alleged abuse, neglect, and/or dependency
are limited {o the following:

¢ Casework and supervisory staff of Perry County Children Services

e Law enforcement personnel

e  County or city prosecuting attorneys, assistant prosecuting attorneys,
in-house JFS legal counsel if applicable, and their investigative staff

¢ Child Advocacy Center Forensic Interviewers
]

G. Standards and procedures for Perry County Children Services
requests for law enforcement assistance

Perry County Children Services will contact the law enforcement
agency with jurisdiction for immediate assistance.

Perry County Children Services may request the assistance of law
enforcement during an assessment/investigation if one or more of the
following situations exist:

e An exigent circumstance,

o Perry County Children Services has reason to believe that the child
is in immediate danger of serious harm.
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Perry County Children Services has reason to believe that the
worker is, or will be, in danger of harm.

Perry County Children Services has reason to believe that a crime
is being committed, or has been committed, against a child.

Perry County Children Services worker must conduct a home visit
after regular Perry County Children Services business hours, and a
law enforcement escort is requested as a standard operating
procedure.

Perry County Children Services is removing a child from his or her
family via an order of the court, and the assistance of law enforcement
is needed as Perry County Children Services has reason to believe
the family will challenge the removal.

Perry County Children Services is working with a client who has a
propensity toward violence, and the assistance of law enforcement is
needed to ensure the safety of all involved.

Perry County Children Services is working with a family that has
historically threatened to do harm to PCSA staff.

H. Specialized Investigations or Circumstances

To the extent possible, investigative interviews of children who are the
alleged child victims/child subjects of the report of abuse and neglect where
criminal activity is suspected, including reports of human frafficking,
physical and sexual abuse, domestic violence, child endangering, or the
like, are cooperatively planned by Perry County Children Services and
the law enforcement agency of jurisdiction.

1.
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Qut-of-Home Care

Perry County Children Services conducts an out-of-home care
investigation in response to a child abuse or neglect report that includes
an alleged perpetrator who meets one or more of the following criteria:

o s a person responsible for the alleged child victim’s care in an out-
of-home care sefting as defined in rule 5101:2-1-01 of the
Administrative Code.

¢ Is a person responsible for the alleged child victim's care in out-of-
home care as defined in section 2151.011 of the Revised Code.

e Has access to the alleged child victim by virtue of his/her
employment by or affiliation to an organization as defined in section
2151.011 of the Revised Code.

e Has access to the alleged child victim through placement in an out-
of-home care setting.

Perry County Children Services follows the procedures for
conducting out-of-home care investigations as described in section
5101:;2-36-04 of the OAC.
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Third-Party Investigations

in accordance with section 5101:2-36-08 of the OAC, Perry County
Chiidren Services shall request a third-party investigation be
conducted by a local law enforcement agency or a PCSA in a
contiguous county when there is potential for a conflict of interest
because one of the following parties is a principal of the report:

e Any employee of an organization or facility that is licensed or
certified by the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services
(ODJFS) or another state agency and supervised by the PCSA.

o A foster caregiver, pre-finalized adoptive parent, adoptive parent,
relative, or kinship caregiver who is recommended, approved, or
supervised by the PCSA. '

¢ A type B family childcare home or type A family childcare home
licensed by ODJFS when the CDJFS has assumed the powers and
duties of the county children services function defined in Chapter
5153. of the Revised Code.

e Any employee or agent of ODJFS or the PCSA as defined in
Chapter 5153. of the Revised Code.

e Any authorized person representing ODJFS or the PCSA who
provides services for payment or as a volunteer.

o A foster caregiver or an employee of an organization or facility
licensed or certified by ODJFS and the alleged child victim is in the
custody of, or receiving services from, the PCSA that accepted the
report.

* Any time a PCSA determines that a conflict of interest exists. The
PCSA shall document in the case record if a conflict of interest is
identified.

Perry County Children Services shall request that law enforcement
serve as the third party when a report alleges a criminal offense. Perry
County Children Services must request the assistance of a third party
within 24 hours of identifying that a conflict of interest exists.

For Third Party Investigations, outlined steps for the specific
investigation type (ie intra-familial investigations, stranger danger
investigations, etc.) apply. Perry County Sheriff’'s Department or
City/Village Police Department will assist PCCS in not only
situations where a third party investigation is required due to a
conflict on the part of PCCS, but also in situations where PCCS is
requested to assist due to a conflict identified by another Public
Children Services Agency.

Child Fatality- Suspected cause of death is abuse or neglect
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Perry County Children Services is governed by ORC section 307.622
and must have a child fatality review board.

Death of child due to Abuse or Neglect

PCCS’s role in such an investigation is limited to protective
intervention on behalf of the siblings of the deceased child. The
appropriate law enforcement agency is responsible for the
criminal investigation of the child's death.

3. Child Fatality Review Board

if the child who is the subject of the report dies for any reason at
any time after the report is made, but before the child attains
eighteen years of age, the public children services agency or
municipal or county peace officer to which the report was made
or referred, on the request of the child fatality review board, shall
submit a summary sheet of information providing a summary of
the report to the review board of the county in which the deceased
child resided at the time of death. On the request of the review
board, the agency or peace officer may, atits discretion, make the
report available to the review board.
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Child Fatality- Death of a child in the custody of Perry County
Children Services

Perry County Children Services follows section 5101:2-33-14 of the
OAC following the death of a child in its custody.

Death of a child in agency custody:

PCCS shall notify the appropriate law enforcement agency with
jurisdiction within one hour of learning when a child in its custody
dies. When the death of a child is the result of suspected child
abuse or neglect, PCCS will make an immediate report to law
enforcement.

For a child in temporary custody, PCCS shall contact the parent,
guardian, or custodian within one hour of learning of the child's
death. For those children in permanent custody, PCCS shall be
responsible for funeral arrangements, including exploring all
available financial resources for funeral expenses.

For those children in temporary custody, PCCS shall assist the
family in planning the funeral arrangements if requested. The
Executive Director is authorized to approve the expenditure.

Allegations of withholding medically indicated treatment from
disabled infants with life-threatening conditions

Perry County Children Services follows the procedures described in
section 5101:2-36-07 of the OAC for responding to these reports.

The withholding of medically indicated treatment is the refusal to
provide appropriate nutrition, hydration, medication, or other medically
indicated treatment from a disabled infant with a life-threatening
condition.

Medically indicated treatment includes the medical care most likely to
relieve, or correct, the life-threatening condition. Nutrition, hydration,
and medication, as appropriate for the infant's needs, are medically
indicated for all disabled infants; in addition to, the completion of
appropriate evaluations or consuitations necessary to assure that
sufficient information has been gathered to make informed medical
decisions on behalf of the disabled infant.

In determining whether treatment is medically indicated, reasonable
medical judgments made by a prudent physician, or treatment team,
knowledgeable about the case and its treatment possibilities are
considered. The opinions about the infant's future “quality of life” are
not to bear on whether a treatment is judged o be medically indicated.
Medically indicated treatment does not include the failure to provide
treatment to a disabled infant if the treating physician’s medical
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judgment identifies any of the situations listed in OAC section 5101.:2-
36-07(A)(3)(a-d).

Perry County has a single medical facility, Genesis Emergency
Room in Somerset, Ohio. Perry County Children Services follows
all applicable Ohio Administrative Codes regarding withholding of
medically indicated treatment.

¢ Genesis Perry County Medical Center

e 301 Dr. Mike Clouse Drive, Suite 2

¢« Somerset, OH 43783

Contact: Jason Adams, RN Manager
740-836-0034 Office

740-252-7163 Cell

Nursing Peer Review Committee
Marion Lazar is the chair person
740-454-5785 Office

Allegations of child abuse and/or neglect constituting a crime
against a child, including human trafficking, and require a joint
assessment/investigation with law enforcement

PCCSB may request the assistance of law enforcement during
any assessment/investigation if the agency has reason to believe
that a crime is being committed or has been committed against a
child.

The assigned Caseworker and the assigned law enforcement
officer will make every effort to coordinate contacts and
interviews with the child, caregivers, collateral contacts, and
alleged perpetrators within no more than 60 days from the date
the report is screened in. Efforts shall be made to reduce or
avoid the duplication of interviews, especially with children.
Children who are suspected victims of sexual abuse including
human trafficking, severe physical abuse, or severe neglect may
be referred for a forensic interview at the Harcum House Child
Advocacy Center.

Members of the County Multidisciplinary Team agree to share
relevant information pertinent to the investigation in a timely
manner while maintaining the confidentiality of the child and
family.

Prior to the closure of any jointly investigated case, PCCSB and
the investigating law enforcement agency may meet to discuss
the child’s safety, disposition of the case, a plan for continued
investigatory activity, and any potential criminal charges. PCCSB
has a sixty (60) day timeframe for completion of an investigation.
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The case must then be closed or transferred for Ongoing
Services.

Reports of cases involving individuals who aid, abet, induce,
cause, encourage, or confribute to a child or a ward of the

juvenile court becoming dependent, neglected, unruly, and/or
delinquent

When PCCS is made aware of a situation when an individual is
aiding, abetting, inducing, causing, encouraging or contributing
to a child or a ward of the court becoming a dependent child as
defined in 2151.04 or a neglected child as defined in 2151.03,
PCCS may contact law enforcement to initiate a criminal
investigation.

When PCCS is made aware of a situation where an individual is
aiding, abetting, inducing, causing, encouraging or contributing
to a child or a ward of the court becoming an unruly child as
defined in 2151.022 or a delinquent child as defined in 2152.02,
PCCS may contact law enforcement to initiate a criminal
investigation.

Reports involving individuals who aid, abet, induce, cause,
encourage, or confribute to a child or a ward of the juvenile
court by leaving the custody of any person, department, or
public or private institution without the legal consent of that
person, department, or institution

When PCCS becomes aware that a person aided, abetted,
induced, caused, or encouraged a child in ifs custody to leave
the custody of PCCS, it shall refer the matter to law enforcement
for a criminal investigation or file interference of custody
charges through the Perry County Prosecutor’s Office.

Receiving and responding to reports of missing children

Upon learning that a minor child has either run away from or is
otherwise missing from the home or the care, custody, and control of
the child’'s parents, custodial parent, legal guardian, or non-custodial
parent, Perry County Children Services shall:

o Refer the reporter to the law enforcement agency in the appropriate
jurisdiction.

¢ Contact the law enforcement agency for entry into the National
Crime Information Center (NCIC) database if the child is in Perry
County Children Services custody.
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e Contact the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children
(NCMEC) if the child is in Perry County Children Services
custody.

Upon request of law enforcement, Perry County Children Services
shall provide assistance and cooperation in the investigation of a
missing child, including the immediate provision of any information
possessed by Perry County Children Services that may be relevant
in the investigation.

Law enforcement shall notify Perry County Children Services upon
learning that a minor child who is alleged to be in the children services
system or who is known or suspected to be abused or neglected has
either run away from or is otherwise missing from the home or the care,
custody, and control of the child's parents, custodial parent, legal
guardian, or non-custodial parent.

I. Standards and procedures for removing and placing children

1.

JFS 01425 (Rev. 6/2023)

Emergency

Emergency removal of a child from home is necessary when the child
is at imminent risk of harm and in need of protection from abuse,
neglect, or dependency.

An ex parte order may be issued with or without a complaint being filed.
Prior to taking the child into custody the judicial fact finder must make a
determination that reasonable efforts were made to notify
the child’s parents, guardian, or custodian, or there were reasonable
grounds to believe doing so would jeopardize the safety of the child, or
lead to the removal of the child from the jurisdiction.

Juv. R 6 orders can be issued in-person, by phone, video conference,
or otherwise. Reasonable grounds must exist to believe the child’s
removal is necessary to prevent immediate or threatened physical or
emotional harm.

Findings must be made that the agency either did or did not make
reasonable efforts to prevent the removal of the child from their home
with a brief description of services provided and why those did not
prevent the removal or allow the child to return home, and if temporary
custody is granted to the PCSA an additional finding that it would be
contrary to the welfare and best interest of the child to continue in the
home. If granted, a shelter care hearing must be scheduled the next
business day (but not later than seventy-two hours) after the emergency
order has been issued. if the ex parte motion is denied, the matter must
be set for a shelter care hearing within ten days from the filing date.
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Upon discovery that a safety threat exists and immediate risk of
harm is determined to be a factor, the caseworker and/or
Supervisor shall contact agency legal counsel to review the facts
of the case. Legal Counsel wili determine whether or not
imminent risk is present and contact the Judge to request an ex-
parte order of custody.
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Non-emergency

Upon receiving a report alleging child abuse, neglect, and/or
dependency, Perry County Children Services commences an
investigation in accordance with the requirements of section 2151.421
of the ORC. If the final case decision rises to the level of court '
involvement, Perry County Children Services shall approach the
juvenile court and file a complaint alleging the child(ren) to be abused,
neglected, or dependent per ORC 2151.27. The matter will be set for

a shelter care/preliminary protective hearing expeditiously by

the juvenile court.

Reasonable oral or written notice of the time, place, and purpose of the
hearing must be provided to the parents, guardian, or custodian unless
they cannot be found. The same parties are also entitled to notification
that a case plan may be prepared, the general requirements, and
possible consequences of non-compliance with the case pian.

The parties will be served with the complaint and summons to appear
before the juvenile court. Unrepresented parties are advised by the
juvenile court of their right to counsel. Counsel is appointed for children
when abuse is alleged. A guardian ad litem is appointed to all children
subjects of abuse, neglect, or dependency proceedings. A separate
guardian ad litem may be appointed to minor parents or parents who
appear mentally incompetent.

The judicial fact finder must determine whether there is probable cause
that the child is abused, neglected, or dependent, the child is in need of
protection, whether or not there is an appropriate relative or kin willing
to assume temporary custody of the child, reasonable efforts were made
by Perry County Children Services] to prevent the removal or
continued removal or to make it possible for the child to return home
safely, and for temporary custody orders {o Perry County Children
Services that it would be contrary to the welfare and best interest of the
child to continue in the home. All other temporary orders should be
requested and considered at this time.

J. [Optional Section(s)]

X
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Not Applicable (if selected this section is not refevant.)
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VI

TRAINING

Cross system training is to be provided to and a plan developed by all signatories
of this MOU to ensure parties understand the mission and goals identified in this
MOU and are clear about the roles and responsibilities of each agency. Periodic
trainings events will be coordinated by Perry County Children Services as the
lead agency and notification of the trainings will be provided to the signatories of
this agreement. By agreeing to participate in the county MOU process signatories
express a commitment to attend training opportunities when presented.

CONFLICT-RESOLUTION
[ | Not Applicable (if selected this section is not relevant.)

When a conflict occurs among county partners, the effect is often broader than the
individuals  directly involved in the dispute. As disputes are often inevitable, this
MOU must set forth the local process by which disputes will be resoived so as
not to disrupt program effectiveness.

As the mandated agency responsible for the provisions of child protective services,
the ultimate decision on how to handle abuse, neglect investigations lie with Perry
County Children Services. Every effort will be made to take into account other
subscribers’ requests and concerns relating to services.

Criminal investigations and prosecution remain the responsibility of the
prosecuting attorney and appropriate law enforcement agencies. Perry County
Children Services will assist these agencies, but in no way, interfere or jeopardize
a criminal investigation or prosecution.

For cases that come before the court as it relates to decisions and orders, the
Juvenile Judge’s rulings are final.

In the event internal conflict resolution efforts fail and a statutorily required
participant refuses to sign or engage in the MOU process, the PCSA is to consult
with the County Prosecutor to explore available remedies.

CONFIDENTIALITY STATEMENT

Any report made in accordance with ORC section 2151.421 is confidential. Both
the information and the name of the person who made the report under section
2151.421 shall not be released to the public for use and shall not be used as
evidence in any civil action or proceeding brought against the person who made
the report.

Children services records are not public records and are exempt from Ohic's
Sunshine Laws under ORC 149.43, Children Services records are confidential in
nature and should be freated accordingly.
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ORC section 2151.423 requires Perry County Children Services fo disclose
confidential information discovered during an investigation conducted pursuant to
section 2151.421 or 2151.422 of the Ohio Revised Code to any federal, state, or
local government entity that needs the information to carry out its responsibilities
to protect children from abuse or neglect. Likewise, law enforcement, Harcum
House, and other entities are expected to release information to Perry County
Children Services for the purpose of carrying out its responsibility of protecting
children from abuse and/or neglect.

The confidentiality provisionsrof this MOU will survive the expiration or
termination of this agreement.

Information regarding the report and/or investigation of alleged abuse or neglect
may be shared only when dissemination is authorized by OAC section 5101:2-33-
21 and in accordance with the procedures outlined in OAC section 5101:2-33-21.
The unauthorized dissemination of confidential information is a misdemeanor and
is punishable by law.

In the event of unauthorized dissemination of information, the party who learns of
the breach of confidentiality will notify the Director of Perry County Children
Services as soon as possible. The notification will be sent to the Director in writing
describing the circumstances surrounding the breach. The notification will specify
the confidential information released, who is responsible for disseminating the
confidential information, how it was disseminated, and the parties who have
access to the information without authorization. The Director of Perry County
Children Services shall then refer this information to the prosecutor at their
discretion. '

Vil. TERMS AND CONDITIONS AND STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS
This MOU must be retained for a period of at least seven years per the state of
Ohio records retention schedule. Please refer to Perry County Children
Services records retention policy for information on forms to be completed and
processes to be followed for the destruction of records.

Consultation among the signatories will be done in person, whenever practicable.
When an in-person meeting is not possible the signer may employ the use of
alternative methods of communication including but not limited to MS Teams,
Skype, Zoom, or telephone as agreed upon by all members. When Perry County
Children Services is seeking consultation with a signer of this memorandum
regarding an active referral of child abuse and/or neglect and has met in person
or spoken with another signer, Perry County Children Services will make written
contact with the appropriate agency by the next working day fo request the needed
information and make the referral in writing.

The required members shall review and evaluate the terms and conditions of the
MOU every biennium. All required members to the MOU will sign the new or
updated agreement. Perry County Children Services is to submit the MOU to
the Board of County Commissioners for review and approval with enough time for
any revisions to be made prior to December thirty-first of the year.
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VIIL

This MOU does not inhibit good faith compliance with a subpoena issued by a
Grand Jury or in a criminal case. Dissemination of records pursuant to the State’s
discovery obligations is authorized. However, work product and other privileges
are expected to be upheld.

Failure to follow the procedure set forth in the MOU by the concerned officials is
not grounds for, and shall not result in, the dismissal of any charges or complaint
arising from any reported case of abuse or neglect or the suppression of any
evidence obtained as a result of reported child abuse or child neglect and does not
give, and shall not be construed as giving, any rights or any grounds for appeal or
post-conviction relief to any person.

This MOU shall be governed by and construed in accordance with applicable state
and federal laws and reguiation. In the event any portion of this MOU is
inconsistent with state or federal law, that portion shall be without effect as if
stricken from the document and the remaining portion shall remain in full force and
effect.

SIGNATURES OF EACH PARTICIPATING AGENCY

The signature section authorizes the participating parties of the agreement to
begin enactment of MOU protocols and activities. The participating members
agree to follow the terms of this MOU and fo meet at minimum once every
biennium to review terms and conditions, evaluate if updates are needed, and sign
a new or amended MOU

If any individual serving as a signatory changes mid-term, Perry County Children
Services is to provide the new required member with the current memorandum.
The new member remains bound by the most recently approved version of the
memorandum. Their signature is to be obtained and submitted on or before the
next biennial review.
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A required member to this agreement may terminate their involvement in the MOU
for good cause upon giving reasonable written notice to the other required
members in this MOU. Required members are provided 30 days to provide
written notice of the termination.

Modifications required signatures from required members.

Notice of a new required member should be provided to Perry County
Children Services within 30 days.
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JFS 01425 (Rev. 6/2023) Page 24 of 25



. ‘D'«m:s/'um.—i‘
P«M-(, axw\)) A.;.‘m, ﬂm Au\’ oy V\_/V\A-/CI

Agency, Name, Title Dat
Is this agency a pagicipating member of the CAC referenced In Section II(G)?%Yes [JNo
W é"jz_’_\

o

gency, Nanje Fifle Date
-1s this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section 1I(G)?  [JYes [JNo

Agency, Name, Title ' Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section I§G)? [JYes [ No

Agency, Name, Title Date
s this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section 11{G)? ] Yes []No

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section I{GY? [J Yes []No

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section IG)? [ Yes [INo

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section H(G)? [ Yes [JNo

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section 1(G)? [(Jves [INo

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section I(G)? ] Yes [ No

Agency, Name, Title Pate
is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section IlGY? [ Yes [ No

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section I(G)? [ ] Yes [JNo

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section I(G)? [ Yes []No

JFS (1426 {Rev. 6/2023) Page 24 of 25




Ll A Gole - W( (¢ cyy \>f’r aw Bts \2- 12 ;2")
Agency, Name, Title ' ' Date ‘
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section li(G)? [JYes [JNo

Agency, Name, Title Date
s this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section II(G)? [ ]Yes []No

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a parlicipating member of the CAC referenced in Section 1{G)? [JYes [ No

Agency, Name, Title Date
is this agency a participating membaer of the CAC referenced in Section I(G)? [ Yes [INo

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section II(G)? [1Yes [[INo

Agency, Name, Title Date
is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section I(G)? [ Yes [ No

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section H(G)? [ JYes [JNo

Agency, Name, Title Date
1s this agency a participating member of the CAC referencad in Section I{G)?  [JYes []No

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section 1(G)? [ JYes []No

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section II(G)? [(]yes [1No

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section H(G)? [JYes [ INo

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section Il(G)? [JYes [[INo

JFS 01426 (Rev. 5/2023) Page 24 of 25




12/9/ 1003

Agency, Name, Date
is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section I(G)? ﬂYes

[ No

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section H(G)? [ Yes

[ No

Agency, Name, Title Date
s this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section I{(G)? [ Yes

I nNo

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section I{G)? [ ] Yes

1 No

Agency, Name, Title Date
s this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section 1(G)?  [] Yes

LINo

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section II{G)? [ Yes

[INeo

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section I\G)?  [] Yes

F1No

Agency, Name, Title Date

Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section l1(G)? [Jyes [INo

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section II(G)? [ Yes

I No

Agency, Name, Title Date

Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section II{G)? [dvYes [INo

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section I1{G)? [ Yes

M No

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section I{{G)? [ Yes

1 No

JFS 01425 (Rev. 6/2023) Page 24 of 25




)

o 19/14 /2025
D

ate

Agency, Name, Title )
is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section I(G)? Yes [JNo

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section I(G)? [lYes [INo

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section I{G)? Oyes [CNo

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section H{G)? COvyes [INo

Agency, Name, Titie Date
is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section ING)? [ Yes {INo

Agency, Name, Title ' Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAG referenced in Section l(G)? [JYes [JNo

Agency, Name, Title Date
s this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced In Sectfon II(G)? [ Yes [INo

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced In Section B(GY? [l Yes []No

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced In Section (G)? [ Yes [ No

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section I(G)? ] Yes [ No

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section I{G)? [ JYes [ No

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section 1I(G)? []Yes [INo

JFS 01426 (Rev. 6/2023) Page 24 of 25




J’/ew’ lf}fiﬂct[o /00 /)mm Gf// p/ Cdﬂ'fZQZ’Z&ZéQQB

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participaling member of the CAC referenced In Section (G)? [ Yes

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a parlicipating member of the CAC referenced In Section I{G)? [ Yes [ No

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced In Section I{G)? [ Yes [ No

Agency, Name, Tille Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section H(G)? [JYes [JNo

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a parlicipating member of the CAC referenced in Section H(G)? OYes [INo

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAG referenced In Section II(G)? [JYes [ No

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section H(G)? [JYes [} No

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section H(G)? [ Yes [J No

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a particlpating member of the CAC referenced in Section II{G)? [ Yes [JNo

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a parlicipaling member of the CAC referenced In Section i{G)? [ Yes [INo

Agency, Name, Title ' Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced In Section H(G)? [ Yes [JNo

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section Ii(G)? [ Yes [ No

JFS 01425 (Rev. 6/2023) ' Page 24 of 25

Scanned with CamScanner




yo ) ‘ X S //3 /ﬂ </
Agency, Name, Title " Date
s this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Ssotlon 11(G)? [1Yes [ No

Agency, Name, Title ‘ ' " Date
Is tnis agency a participetlng member of the CAC referenced in Section It(G)? I:I Yes ;E No

~ Agency, Name, Title - | Date
Is this agency a particlpating member of the CAC referenced In Section H(G)? {] Yes _I:I No

Agency, Name, Title A s Date
Is this agency a particlpetmg member of the CAC referenced in Seetlon ll{G)? D'Xee ;'El No

Is this agency a partlclpating membar of the CAC referenced ln Sectien II(G)‘? [:l Yes 1 No

Agency, Name, Title - R "Date'-:;:;'_ T
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced In Sectlon II(G)" P

i 'ngency, Name, Title SRR RN e
S \Is this agency a parttcipatlng member of the CAC refe el

o _'-"Agency, Name, Titie
e [ this agency a parlicipating member of the

'3'}Agency, Name Titt




<C;l’m|uzue-‘ﬁ PT)- lgiu-.r\l (,Lﬂm.ffcw,fmu‘! @/,gf- C[H,gf [ -20 - ZC)Z-_S’
Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAG referenced In Sectian IKG)? B9 Yes [ No

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating membar of the GAG roforenced In Section ey [Clves [CINo

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency & participating member of the CAC referenced In Saction mey?  Cyes [ No

Agency, Name, Title Date
s this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section Gy Clyes [JNo

Agenacy, Nama, Title Date
ls this agency a pariicipating member of the CAC referenced in Section HG)?  [Cyes No

Agency, Name, Title Date
s this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Saotion Gy [CYes [ No

Agency, Name, Title Date -
Is this agency & participating member of the CAC referenced in Section I(G)? [ Yes [] No

Agency, Name, Title Date
Ie this agency a pariicipating member of the CAG refsrenced in Section I(G)? L] Yes [ No

Adgehcy, Name, Title Date
Is this agancy a participating member of the CAC referenced in Ssacfion ey  [Ovyes [ No

Agency, Narne, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referanced In Ssclion G2 lYes [INe

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a parficipating member of the GAC referenced In Section ING)? [ Yes INo

Agency, Name, Title Date
s this agency a partictpating member of the CAC referenced In Section MGY?  [dYes [INa

JFS 01425 (Rev. 6/2023) Page 24 of 25

Z8/ce  30vd FHIHD HIMDA IPANOAY 8paz6PBEPLT b 68  EZBZ/BE/ZT



D WELLEAMS

Toorwverezr PO AU chres OF ) 7-30ny
Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section I{G)? [JYes [JNo

Agdency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section ING)?  [JYes [1No

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section 11(G)? []Yes [INo

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Sectlon lI(G)? [JYes [JNo

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section II(G)? [ JYes [ JNo

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section li(G)? [JYes []No

Agency, Name, Title Date
15 this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section [I(G)? [1Yes [INo

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section 1{G)? [dYes [1No

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section II(G)? [JYes [JNo

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section [I{G)? [JYes [INo

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a particlpating member of the CAC referenced in Section ING)? []Yes [ No

Agency, Name, Title Date
s this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section II(G)? [JYes [JNo

JFS 01425 (Rev. 6/2023) . Page 24 of 25



Zﬁc@;&ﬁ ast

Domensel Potics DT Bof8 Sertrd CHE ///J’A?}/

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced In Section [{G)? Yes

{INo

Agency, Name, Title Date
s this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section I(G)? [JYes

O No

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section 1(G)? {1 Yes

[INo

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section 1{G)?  [] Yes

[ 1No

Agency, Name, Title Date
s this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section I{(G)? [ Yes

[ No

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section 11(G)? [Yes

[INo

Agency, Name, Title Date
is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section {G)? [Yes

CINo

Agency, Name, Title Date

is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section I(G)?  []Yes [INo

Agency, Name, Title Date
is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section 11(G)? [ Yes

[INo

Agency, Name, Title Date

Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section I1{(G)? Clyes [LINo

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section {l(G)? []Yes

[INo

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section [I{G)? [ Yes

T No
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Agency, Name, Title y Q Date
Is this agency a participating membel of the CAC referenced in Section II(G)? [ Yes I:J No

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section II(G)? [JYes [ No

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section I{G)? [ Yes [[INo

Agency, Name, Title Date
ls this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Secteon me? [dYes [INo

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a parlicipating member of the CAC referenced in Section #(G)? [ Yes [ ]No

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participaling member of the CAC referenced in Section Ii{G)? [} Yes [ No

 Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section I(G)? [ Yes []No

, Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section I(G)? [ 1Yes [ 1No

Agency, Name, Title Date
ls this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section I{G)?  [JYes [INo

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section I(G)? [ Yes [} No

Agency, Name, Title ' Date
s this agency a parlicipating member of the CAC referenced in Section I{G)? [0 Yes [ No

Agency, Name, Title Date
is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section I(G)?  [J Yes [ No
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IX. Refusal to Sign [ Not Applicable (if selected, this section is not relevant.)

The Perry County Children Services attests they atiempted to obtain the
signature of all required participating agencies as set forth in Section |l of this
memorandum and as mandated through section 2151.4210 of the Revised Code.
However, the following agency(ies) or individual(s) refused to sign this MOU.
[Option to repeat the following block of information in the event more than
one agencylindividual refuses to sign}

Date: 1/16/2024

Agency, Name, Title; Chief of Police Thornville, Chief of Police Somerset,
Chief of Police Junction City

Reason the individual refused to sign:

The mandated members listed above failed to respond to requests for
signhature on the MOU. Multiple emails, phone calls, and messages were
left at the City offices without response.

Junction City Chief did acknowledge receipt and committed to returning
the signature page, but failed to do at time the document was sent to the
County Commissioners for finalizing.

X. Board of County Commissioners

The Perry County Children Services shall submit the MOU signed by all
participating agencies to the Perry Board of County Commissioners. The
participating agencies will ensure there is adequate time for both the County Board
of Commissioners and ODJF S review and approval process along with any returns
for correction prior to the end of the contractual period.

ountTmmussnoneré Slgnatureand Date/Resolution/{ote

The Board of Perry County Commissioners hereby review and approve the
Perry County Memorandum of Understanding.

ATTACHMENTS

[If the PCSA contracts with an outside source to receive after-hour calls, a copy of
the signed agreement must be attached which indicates that all reports with
identifying and demographic information of the reporter and principals of the
report will be forwarded to a designated PCSA worker within an hour of receipt and
that confidentiality requirements will be met.]

N/A
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Board of
Perry County Commissioners

212 S, Main St., Lower Level

New Lexington, Ohio 43764

Phone: 740-342-2045 Fax: 740-342-5505
E-mail: perryveco@perrvcountyohio.net

January 17, 2024

The Perry County Commissioners met in a regular session on January 17, 2024 and passed the following resolution.

{24-0117-07)

Moved by Mr, Owen,

The Perry County Commissioners approve the ODJES MOU to Address Child Abuse and Neglect. Tt is an agreement
among Perry County Children Services and community partners the delineates roles and responsibilities for referring,
reporting, investigating and prosecuting child abuse and neglect cases.

Seconded by M. Kinsel.

With no funrther discussion, roll call vote taken:

Dan Kinsel : Yes
Scott Owen ' Yes
Ben Carpenter : Yes

The undersigned Clerk of the Board of Commissioners of Perry County, Ohio, certifies that the foregoing is a true and
correct copy of the agreement that the Perry County Board of Commissioners adopted on January 17, 2024 and
appearing upon the official records of the Board.

2 A0
A Opl W
Angela McCbrd, Clerk '
Commissioners Office, Perry County, Ohio

This Institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer




Memorahdum of Undei*standing‘, "
Interagency Agreement & Protocol
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HARCUM HOUSE -
- Perry County Muitidis'eiplinary Team

~Memorandum of Understanding

WHEREAS the undemgned ‘parties represent aii the disciplines of the HARCUM HOUSE Child Advocacy
Center Perry County multidisciplinary team, and the communities served by HARCUM HOUSE;

WHEREAS HARCUM HOUSE Is pursuing the vision of "A community that is safer, healthier, and better
informeci about the impact of trauma and abuse ”,

' WHEREAS the mission of the Harcum House is ”to reduce trauma and enhancmg heaimg in our

community through crime victim advocacy, education and outreach”. We ‘accomptish this by rendering

: ch|1d~frienciiy, victim- sensitive, famlly- centered services through a mu!tidiscipiinary team;

NOW TH EREFORE the parties hereby agree to:-

1. Support the concept philosophy.and prac:tice ofa muitidisciplinary approach to the
investigatlon prosecutton and treatment of child sexual abuse and severe physical abuse cases.

2 Support the interagency agreement and protocoi for the operatlon of the HARCUM HOUSE in Its

entirety, with the understanding that the protocol will offer a guide to best practice services for
the chiidren and famslles of Perrv County :

3. Agree that no party shall wlthdraw asa partlmpant in this memorandum of understanding without, :

_ flrst giving thirty days’ nottce

. 4, 'Agree that all parties will coiiaborate to seek funding sources through various public and private

© sources to create operatlonal funds for HARCUM HOUSE

* This agreement may be amended as the parties agree. '

IN WiTNESS THEREOF the parties hereto have duiy executed th;s agreement on this xx'h day of Aprii
2020,







INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT

‘, The mission of the Child Advocacy Center is ‘to reduce trauma and enhanclng healing inour community
‘ through crime victim advocacy, educatlon and outreach. it is our \nsion the commumtses we serve are

safer, hea1thler, and better informed about the impact of trauma and abuse

This mteragency ‘agreement- addresses Perry Countys commltment to. maintam a cotlaboratlve '
muitldlsclpllnary team (MDT) response to the prevention, investigation, assessment, prosecution and

_treatment of child sexual and severe physical abuse cases In the Perry Countv commumty The childabuse
“ targeted in this protocol includes the sexual abuse of achild under 18 years of age; and/or severe physu:a! B
abuse’ ofa ch|ld under :18 vears of age :

The foliowmg protoco! [s offered as a gulde 1o the HARCUM HOUSE and partner agencies to ensure

' coordinated MDT rasponse in child sexual and severe physical abuse cases, and as suchi is recogmzed the

protocol cannot address every situation that may atise. In situations not specificaily covered hereln good
Judgment adherence to the MDT values of collaboration and communication, and consensus of thel
-Harcum House CAC MDT shall determlne the course of action that is most appropriate.”

The Harcum House adopts the Chiild First Doctrlne, initially created by Corner House, Is- centrai to the

tramlng of members of the MDT and is ‘essential to the operatlon and declsion- maklng of the Haroum
House CAC lViDT The Child First doctnne states as- foilows
| _-Theo.hi-ld' Is our frst nriorl_ty. :
- ) Not the nee_ds ofthe famgjo_-
Not the child's “story”.
Not.the eyidence. .
; : Not the ‘n'ee:ds of the courts._
.Not thé needs of poiice; N
| Child pr'otec_tton:, attorneys, .e__tc. -
- Tl‘he chitd isour first priorltv.

_ Ann Ahlaulst and Boby Ry'an
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PROTOCOL -
MULTIDISCIPLINARY TEAM
o The multidisclplinary team-member agencles are:

'AIlweI! Behavroral Heaith Services
‘Crooksville Pollce Department
Hopewell Health Centers '
Integrated Services for Behavioral Hea_tth
New Lexington. Police Department
Perry Behavlorai Heaith Chorces
" Perry County Board of Developmental Dlsablllties
. Perry County Children Services Board
Perry County Prosecutor’s Office - -
Perry County Sheriff's Office '
Roseville Police Department
.Some'rset Police Department

o © o6 @ © € © ©.© B ©

‘Law enforcement from any junsdlctlon, ;nd]vidual treating mental health providers from any agency,
, Guardians ad Liter and attorneys, probation offrcers, teachers and/or any other service prowder for the
. chlld canbe inc[uded in the NIDT for a specrﬂc case. - ;

. Harcum House CAC cotiaborates W|th schools, Perry County Courts, and other ‘mental heaEth and '
‘ ._heaithcare provlders whenever indicated to ensure that all children and families referred to the Harcum
. House CAC recelve coordmated and coElaborative services. Addltionally, the Harcum House CAC WIII work
with other communtty orgamzatlons to provlde educatlon and awareness serv;ces for the preventton of
child sexual abuse and severe physrcal abuse. co '

Al team members wi!l treat every child and family wnth respect will provide cuiturally competent services,
: and will exchange mformation consistent W|th Iegal ethical and professronai standards of’ pract:ce .

The MDT ‘agrees that whenever feasuble, all cthren wilE be Intervlewed at the center. When on slte
interviews are not feasible, is agreed that elther the caseworker ot the law enforcement officer. assigned
to the case -will refer the case to the Harcum House CAC wlthin 24 hours of the lntake usmg the referrai
process contalned in the protocoi

The decrsmn makmg process durang the assessment investlgation and treatment of eaeh case mcludes use
of case review for total team input, The guldrng principle is that each discipline must make declslons in
_ accordance with internal - ‘procedures and mandates.’ Law enforcement, in collaboratmn ‘with. the

prosecutors office, has primary demSIOI"I -making respons:blllty for evldence cotiectlon durlng the
-lnvestlgatlon ' : :




SN

'.revrew and case tracking

REFERRALS

- Case Accegtance.'(:r!terla- -

In Perry County, all ‘rep'orts'of alleged chiid sexual and'physicai abuse are made to Perry County- Children .

“Services Board (PCCSB) and/or faw enfo rcernent age ncles Inturn, referrals to the Harcum House are made -

by those same agenaes, once the referral is determined to frt the foilowing crlteria'

Child erther resic!es in Perry County or was present in Perry County when the aileged abuse

occurred is undet 18 years of age ot under 21 years of age if the Indtvldua! as the sensory motor S
or cognltlve dlsablllty, AND :

2 Child.is either disclosed allegatlons ofsexualabuse OR -
~.0 - Child as. physical symptoms suggestlve of sexual abuse, sexually transmttted

. infectlon, injury to the genital area, and/or unexplatned redness { or soreness OR ‘ .

.0 Child dlspiays age ;napproprlate Sexual behawors, OR
' ' - Guardian, relatEVe, teacher or other person in contact with the child has a
*  redsonable susprclon that the, chrid is the- victrm of sexual or severe physical .
- .abuse, OR" - : : Lo -
0 Child Is a sibling or other chilld-who has been in contact with the a!leged abuser't o
of any chrld satisfylng any of the above criterla, . C i

f:hild s'e'RUaE abuse Is defined as any' offensethat'i‘s codiﬂed under,Chap‘ter‘ZQOfl of the Ghl_io Revllsed Co'de,_ L

If Iaw enforcement and chlld protectrve services screen a case out deciine or otherwrse do not accept a
case, a referral to Harcum House CAC can be made by another professional referrai source.. '

Harcum House CAC wrll accept referrals on children who witness abuse or vlolence experrence severe
. physical abuse, extreme neglect or are drug endangered and alternative response cases; of cases outsrde

of Perry Cotinty. (courtesy assessments} on ‘a case- by—case basis The ExecutEve Director makes case -

- acceptance deuslons

' Ail Harcum House staff and volunteers are mandated reporters and as siich any new disclosure made to
i Harcum House staff and/or vo!unteers will be reported to Childreh Servaceslchlid Protectrve Servlces.

B IVIDT assignments will vary by case but will always be a55|gned from the designated team of caseWorkers,
~.madical and mental health professmnals and law enforcement offrcers, all of whom ha\te been specral[y o

_ ,tramed ]n chi!d abuse assessment inVestigatlon and treatment.

o Cases are referrecl to Harcum House CAC for overalt case coordlnatlon, lncfudlng the forensrc mterwew,

medical services, trauma surveys and mental hea!th raferrals, vIctim advocacy and support and case




.Referrats DUring‘ Norrnal Office Hours

| Initlatmg agency (CPS or 1aw enforcement) receives a report of alieged ch|!d sexuai or severe. physical
abuse Per internal agency procedure, cases a551gned to caseworker or Iaw enforcement officer,.

’ lnitiating agency. contacts representative from a partner agency, CPS- contacts appropriate law _-
_enforcement agency ot Iaw enforcement officer as-a mandated reporter, calls the CPS hotline to makea .

referra% lmtlatlng agehcy worker notifies Harcum House CAC withm 24 hours to scheduEe an lntervrew

‘ and/or request case coordlnation services.

Referrals -D"uring'Evening' s and Weekends

_-When a referral is received by PCCSB through the after-hours Iine or by iaw enforcement through normal
, dispatch : " ‘

, PCCSB if case is determmed not tobea raprd response cases asslgned to caseworker next business day

and normal referraE process applles. :

Law enforcement uniformed officer responds to call, and |f case Is determ:ned not tobea rap:d response,

then the off[cer generates report per internal agency procedure, case is asstgned o be Investigated on

'the next busmess day and normal referral process appires

- The guzdrng princip!e for referra!s not deemed rapid response is that the child i is not interviewed by the
first responder. The frrst responcler 5 report is based on observatlons, the report of wrtnesses, any
evidence at the scene that may be documented and any notes on the child's behavlor, unsolicited

E statements and condltlon Trained multrd!sclp!inary team members or Harcum House CAC staff conducted
o the forensrc 1ntervlew as soon as possible at the center. s ‘
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Regid_ Response Referrals

Rapld response referrals are those reports requ:re lmmediate actlon of one hour or less for those

5|tuatlons wrth one or more of the followlng factors: -

o ' _Alle'ged'abuSe occurred within 72-hours of_ referral
o Suspicious :njury or medical necessity
o o ‘Imminent risk of furthet abuse, e, g. alleged perpetrstor was In the child's hons'e‘

The process for rapld response referrals is as follows:

o ,.The agency that receives the lnltlal referral wnlE !mmediately contact the partner agency\
~ . .perinternal pollcv to requast workef ass:gnment : '

o The ass:gned law enforcement offlcer or caseworker will notify the Harcum House CAC_, N
- Immediately for schedulmg the child mterwew and case coordination serwces for rapld._'
response referrals derlng normal business hours

. The ofﬂcer or caseworker w1II notlfy the team coordlnator and/or Executive Director to asslst wath rapld :
- _response referrals durmg evenmgs and weekends ' ‘ ‘

- All Harcum House staff are available for anv rapld response referral when the MDT desires asslstance wnth. o
fcrnsrs intervention and support services for the child and family, regardless of where the intervlew is
- conducted including interwews at !aw enforcement offices schools, and emergency rooms '

- MDT member agencies agree. that when an mterwew is conducted at a locatlon other than the Center a
‘ referrai will still be made to Harcum House CAC for medlcal follow—up, victlm advocacy services, mental

health referrals case review and case tracklng purposes

STPEIET




| AINVESTIGATION

' . CPS caseworkers law enforcement off:cers and rnedlca! provaders jointly }nvestlgate aIEegatIons of chEId ;
~ abuse as mandated by Ohio Revised Code 2151 421 “Harcum House is a \nctim services agency, not an
mvestlgatlve agency '

The role of Iaw enforcement is:

e . fo determlne whether or not there Is evidence that a crime has been commltted

e ' to determlne whom the evidence lndtcates committed the crime, o :
e ' to col!ect evidence Including the victim's statement through devefopmentaliy approprlate o

_inter\new of the child, statements from other witnesses; document the scene with
_ photographs, collect physical evidence and :
& to present Information to the prosecutor 5 oﬁ‘lce for deusions on prosecutlon

The role of the CPS caseworker is:

® 1o provlde protectlve services for chlldren, : ‘ S

ot provrde treatment and rehabltitatlve services to children and thelr familtes by Ilnking_ -
_them with appropriate services, ‘ ‘ - : T

e 1o provide a developmentally approprlate risk and safety assessment

The roie of the P-SANE is : . :
e - to revEew the medical history and mtervlew of the child

® " to determme whether a medical examlnatlon is necessary or approprlate,

LI 10 conduct the examination and document any injuries both through a written report and"::\ R |

W|th photographs

The role of the physacian or nurse practitioner is:

K perform the appropriate medical exammatlon, includmg ordenng tab testlng, .
e to make a diagnosw and report ﬂndmgs -

' The role of the forenslc lntervtewer Ist

e to conduct a developmentaily appropriate, non- Ieadlng, non duphcative recorded
forensm interview for the purpose of determining-what medfcal and ‘méntal’ health care
. an aEIeged child victin may need ‘ )
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Harcum House understands that a chllds disclosure ls a process The opportunlty for. disclosure s

enhanced when the ch:ld is interv!eWed Ina safe, neutral setting by an interviewer who has been =

'Speclally trained in deuelopmentaily appropriate forensic interwewmg techmques

'A kev Harcum House service Is the provrsron of a safe, accessllole, neutral famlly frlendly envrronment“ L
in whlch to conduct interviews. The center has one room ded;cated to thls purpose, and a second room

avallable -as needed which are equlpped with- recordzng equipment One foom is also dedicated to

_ 'obserwngmtervreWs in progress N

In order to loe physrcally and psychologwally safe for child chents Harcum House folloWs childcare

. fac%llty standards o chlldproof the faczllty and does not. permlt known offenders on the premrses

- If. the SUSpected perpetrator accompan;es a chlld the mdiwdual is spoken wlth in the Iobby of the‘. :

'facillty, and the individual does not come through a locked door that separates the lobby from the ~
remainder of the building. If, during the course of an interview, a. child dlscloses that the parent or-

Ve careglver who accompan[ed them tothe lnterwew is their offender, the child can exlt the faclllty through .

a back door

Harcum ‘House CAC conducts inter\news of chlldren who are alleged to be sexuatiy aggresswe When
this’ occurs, no other mtervrews are scheduled one hour before or after the lnteruiew of the alleged '

‘sexualiy aggressive chl!d no other children are permltted onslte at that lnterwew time, and the sexuelly :

aggresslve chlld is always observed whlle at the facrllty

e ‘All lnterwews are recorded in the hope of reducmg the number of times the chlid must speak about the .
‘ traumatic gvent. The parent/guardran and the. child are advised of thls prior to the interview. The
: -perent/guardlan slgns an Acknowledgment of CAC Procedures, which. outlines. recordlng, medical’
‘ -exammatzons, team member obseruatlon and. team communlcatlon The origlnal recordmg is stored on - ‘
" aDVDat Harcum House S ‘ '

"Team members are able to observe mter\news as they are conducted and can- recelve password
" protected copies of lnterwews upon request Those DVDs may be returned to Harcum House at the
D completlon ofthe case ' : '

- 'The MDT agrees th'at_to the ekt_e‘nt possibte all child interv%ews,will be-conducted atthe Center.- '

» The MOT recognlzes that there afe tlmes when lnterviews must be conducted elsewhere due to ch!ld E

safety issues and/or due to the’ nature of a rapld response For those situations, the CAC will still be

o notified either before the interview to provide crisis intefvention and support services at the mtervlew o
location, of wrthln 24 hours after the inferview to provrde vrctlm advocacy and case coordlnation- ;‘
. ‘serv:ces ‘ ‘

.18c




INTA'KE AND INFon'MATioN' SHARING ‘p'noc'isou_nﬁs .

' Cross reporting 0CEUrs between PCCSB and faw. enforcement prlor to interviews, in accordance with the '
' referral/mtake procedure, pursuant to the Ohio- Revlsed Code

R is normal procedure for chiidren to be: Interviewed alone wrth the parents not present There are

times when children wIH not separate from parents or agree to be mterwewed wuthout their parents in

. these situations, a parent or careglver is ailowed inthe mterv;ew room with the understandmg that he -

or she may not speak or in atiy way Enterfere wrth the lnterview Parents are not permitted to observe o
. the Intervtew unfess thev are in the room ' e

Nok- MDT numbers are not ailowed to observe mterwews The muitldlsciplinarv team members arethe -
ohly persons (other than parents as. explamed above or mterpreters when needed) allowed in the

mterview reom the child. .

. Any speczal needs of the famliy, such as Interpreter servrces, or accommodations for d;sablllttes are
‘_arranged prior to the interwew o

: The hlstorv obtained from the chrtd is used in determlning the extent of medical exemmatlons and‘_
‘services prov:ded The assessment Inctudes the medical examination 1f the PSANE or other medicel'

'personnel determme that the examination is necessary or femr[y requests an exammetlon be

: performed : : ‘

‘ 'Recordmgs are made of all mtervlews The orig!na| recordlng Is stored on a DVD at Harcum House. . _b
_ Copies are provlded to MDT team members when needed and return to the Center, to be destroyed,

at the conc!us:on of each case.

‘.The chrid and famlly's rnght to prlvacy and confrdentiality Is extremely Important and must be maintalned o

wIthin the context of Information- sharing among team members to provlde a coordlnated response for

all cases referred to -Harcum: House Ih general, a!l MDT members foEiow the;r respectivé agencies - -

mandates for.client confidentlality Addatlonally, Harcum House staff inform parents or non-offending - -

_ ,i-caregtvers about team communicatlon and have the parent.or guardian sign the acknowledgment of
' _CAC procedures, whlch Include consent for mformatlon sharing :

S -14-




. 'A‘Fonenl5|c‘mrenwews o

The mterview of the chlld is. conduc’ced uslng developmentally appropriate, forenslcallv -sound
Intervnewmg techmques Al staff with mtervnewmg responsabilitles receive mltral tralnlng and attend
tralmng annually to. enhance their skitls and increase the number of protocols/techmques available

‘Per PCCSB rules S|blings and chlldren resrdmg in the aEleged chlld vlctlm s home must be assessed o
‘Additionally, faw enforcement Is requ:red to Interview all other alleged ch!ld victims |dent|ﬂed in the o
course of the mVestlgatmn Slblmgs and additional victlm assessments are condUcted at the Center. if .

- law enforcement determines there are other possdole \nctlms of abuse mter\news of those chlldren
: occur per the protocol ' ' :

Once the interwew is complete lnvestigatlve members of the MDT meet with- chlld and/ or non~:

‘ 'offending parent or careg{ver. The MDT members will prowde feedback fo the chlld s caregiver on the '
.lnterview and what the next steps are in the process The, victim advocate may ‘participate’ in this
' discussion prowdlng there is someone avallable to sit W|th the child, if ho one is avallable, the advocate -
~-will stay with chlld and |mmedlately after the. family leaves the Genter the MDT members and the. L
. advocate will have a brief post—assessment conference to dISCUSS the results and plan for the. purpose' :
'-of Intervention, treatment and case coordmatzon : '

_The PSANE shall ldentlfy the neecl'for medlc‘:al set"vlces and.the MDT shall Identify the need for mental

health service llnkage at this stage. The medical professronals will-utilize the- history gathered in the .

interview and hy | the caseworker to: determsne the heed for medical examination of the chlld If rnental-
© health setvices are indlcated the Child. ancl Family. Serwces Speclalist will work with the family to - -
‘ det_ermin_e which m_ental health provlder is most approprlate, and a referral Is made immiediately, ‘

o susp_EcT lN'le'RVlEWS

" Aileged offender mtervlews are not conducted at the center These :nterv:eWS typlcally are conducted
- at law enforcement offices per thelr agency pollcy

Under certa in circumstances sexually aggresslve children may be Intervlewed at the center Decaslons .
- from these intervlews are made by the Harcum House Dlrector in consultation wnth the MDT onacase-
" by-case basis - : : L

Alleged offenders |dent|f|ed in Harcum House cases and convicted sexual perpetrators are . not
" permitted-on site at the’ center Should ‘the sltuation arise a CAC staff membet or MDT member will-

Initially separate the chlld and non-offending family members from the alleged offender inthe receptlon‘ -
area, the alleged offender will be advised to leave the premlses 1f necessary, a Iaw enforcement officer

“will assist'in- removing the.alleged offender from the facility. The goai of this interventlon is to be as.

d[screet as posslble, to ensure the chtld and family’s sense of prlvacy and safety while at the Center
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‘ VICTIM ADVOCACY SERVICES

N 'Vrctlm Advocacy services are provlded to all children and famiires referred to the CAC rnciudmg care

givers and 5|b||ngs who were not directly victimized

'These services conslst of crisis assessment and intervention, rlsi< assessment and safety plannmg,' 'A‘
L a55essment of indlwdual needs and cultural consideratlons, domestic violence screening of non- offending :
' caregivers educatron regardrng chrid abuse in. generai and the intervrew and ‘medical screenlng

. specifically, referrais to services avallable in the community, personal advocacy services, includrng -

 ‘assistance wlth housmg, transportation food, public assistance appiications, and other services that

- address specifrc needs, accompaniment to any criminal justice system function Information regarding, .

thé rlghts of crime victlrns and informatlon and assrstance to apply for Vrct|ms of Crlme Compensatron -
o referrals and Iinkages toall |dentrf|ed services Including court protect|on orders ‘medical and specrallzed._‘
‘ _."mentai heaith services, court preparatron and support; and supportrve services Whlle child-is being .

mterviewed CAC staff provides education, ‘erisis rntervention and support seryices- o the parent or -

. caregiver as mdrcated The needs of the.child and family are determined and addressed includmg

obtalhing a reiease for counseting, housrng, protectmn orders, and flnancla! assistance. Harcum House ,

CACs staff are responsib!e for explalnmg confldentiallty, information’ sharing within the team, and’ securing

parent or guardian consent via the acknowiedgrnent of CAC procedures form. CAC staff Is also responslble )

for supervrsron of the child and famiiy while in the center 5 receptlon and play areas.

B The gurdlng prmcrpie for vrctim advocacy services is that it is the connector or bridge between ali thev

dlsciplines of the MDT and so provrdes the necessary continuity of care for children and famrlies This | is -

“-‘accomplished by participatlon in case revlew and ongolng communlcatlon with the famrly throughout the
 ife ofthe case ‘ L .

__Advocacy servrces are prlmarliy provrded by the Cnlld and Famiiy Servrces Specialrsts throughout the Ilfe_ .
'-of @ case; however, all CAC staff rnay provrde these servrces to clients A Child and Famliy Services ‘
' _ "Specralist provides. services o the parent or non- offendmg caregrver while the forensrc interview takes :

rpiace Services are generally provrded onsite at the Center, but staff can conduct home visits and meet

wrth chiidren and families at court or other designated locations as-ind; cated by the farnily 5 needs Al

o CAC staff coordinate with prosecutor s office victim W|tness personnei as the case progress through the' -

court system

_‘All CACare tralned as advocates and obtam advocate credéntlals as’ soon as practicabie upon hlre, either' .
‘ from the Nationai Organlzation for V (‘.’Cii‘ﬂ Asslstance and/or the OhiD AdVOcate Network '

“While all victrm advocacy services are consrdered to be important and are always avaliabie to the: Chlld '

and famliy, the MDT belleves that' one of the most criticai services s to link the chrld and family to mental -

L health services as mental heaith IS one of the key MDT discipiines for provision of Iong term heairng for _ "
* -both the chiid and famiiy . _ .
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MEDICAL SERVICES

“The Chlid Advocacy Center of Fairfield County’s program mciudes a PSANE on staff and a contract Medrcal
Dlrector . : :

: PSANE nurses are nurses who have fecelved advanced trammg in the sexual abuse of children Harcum ‘
‘_House has ¢ a Cortexflo onsite and malntatns a supply of sexual assault evidence collection kits for use |n ‘
‘ ' "emergency medlcal examlnataons Criterla for an emergency medlcal examination, consrstent with the .
- _Oh|o state protocol as promulgated by the Department of Health is an alleged lncrdent of sexual abuse‘:. p

occurred withln 72 hours of the mttial report. .

L 'Specsallzed medrcal examrnatlons are available- to all Harcum House clients regardiess of abllity to pay, -

©_ through the Ohio Attorney General's SAFE Program, which prowdes relmbursement for all medical
_-Vevaiuatlons performed by trained med:cal provrders in conjunction wrth social servrce and law
. -enforcement mvestigatlons of alleged Cl‘illd abuse :

'Examinatlons are only conducted when deemed medically necessary oF when a parent or Child requasts
* the service. The. prtmary purpose of the medical examination is to ensure the health and safety of the'. R

child through evaluation of potential physiological damage to the child and possrble transmission of ST!’
' _ The secondary purpose is to obtain medlcal evadence ? o

‘ Medlcal examinatlons are recommended in ali cases lnvolvlng alleged penetratron, skln to skin contact or
‘the child complalns of. paln, ltching or bleeding Other crlterla to he considered in recommendlng medlcai.
' -..evaluatlon arer - ' ‘

Chlld’s age and their inappropriate sexual knowEedge

Child's siblings have been victimized -

Child has been exposed to a known sex offender x L

Child has susprcrous fmdlngs indicative of abuse.as ldentlfied bv a medlcal practltloner

Whenever a child or parent has concerns about somethlng belng wrong with their (or their chlld’ )
body asa result of the abuse ‘ o . '

e ¢ 6 & ©

o En those cases, where the crlterla for an exammatlon are hot: clear cut, the PSANE nurse in wili make the’
- decislon as to whether a medlcal examlnatlon is requlred '

S When there is susp;clon of an allegatlon of sexual abuse, the non offendlng parent/caregiver often o o
o chooses to take the child lmmedlately to the emergency room for a rnedical exammatlon When this -

occurs 1t is the responsablllty of the. ED staff at FMC to determihe If the allegatlon or concern constitutes

-a medical emergency, e. g the alleged sexual abuse incident occurred W|thm 72 hours of arrlval at the ED.. .
If the' case IS determlned to be a non emergency, the ED staff wlll ammedrately report the ailegatlons to S
' PCCSB and make courtesy report favy enforcement per internal mandatory reporting. protocois [fthe chrld .
is seen'in the ED, Tt i$ recommended that the ED. forward the chrld s medical record to the CAC PSANE to ..
. :facllitate a thorough rnedical examinatlon and treatment The protocol for assessment and referral for S
o . medical examinatlon is then followed as outllned below : ‘ :

= .-1‘7-.‘




o

. Ao

Non-Emeigency Medical Exams

The case worker or law, enforcement law enforcement officer notifies the CAC staff of the need

- for the exammatron, staff will. document the request. Referrai information consists of baslc

" demographic data, reason for referral including- eliegation information and-child’s statement,
. pertinent history includihg medical history, and assigned caseworker and law enforcement officer,

. Whenever possible this referrai is made at the close of the Initial child and famiiy assessment

: Appointment Is scheduied then both the parent/guardlan and the referring agency (PCCSB orlaw
. enforcement) and the ?SANE program are notlfied of the appointment date/time :

;CAC staff meets the child and parent/guardtan it the Center to prov:de advocacy and support '
- services as indicated. - :

The PSANE has a history from the Initial interview and takes additional verbal history from the
* child and the parent/guardian for the purpose of-diagnosle of possible illness or Injury.

‘The W|she5 and needs of the chlld and parent/guardlan determines who is in the examination
“room during the examination ‘ :

Once the exammation s completed the PSANE nurse provides verbal feedback to the child, »

e parent/guardtan and the asslgned Child and Family Services Specialist about the medical findings,
" any need for follow up treatment etc, A written report of the medical history.and examination

- _. findings is completed. by the. PSANE and. medical prowder and shared with the' MDT at. Case

- Review. Coples of the report are made avallable to the MDT and prosecutor’ s office as needed '
. pet reiease of mformation srgned by the parent/guardlan '

Eme “g_ncv Medicai E)_(

]

‘ The Center is avaiiable for emergency exams. Procedure for emergency exemlnatlons is as foiiows

,' PSANE and other medlcal personnel determme need for emergency medical exammatlon if child
_has not first presented | InanED, with referrai made Immed|ately upon completlon ofthe child and
“family assessment. : .
. Child is examined for evidence coilection utiiizing a state of Ohto approved sexual assautt evidence :
-~,coﬂecﬂon!dt '

The evidence kit material is given directly to authorize Iaw enforcement personnei

"-Medical findings are documented and shared with the investlgatEVe team per appropriate ssgned
' ‘reiease : : :

-Additionaii‘y,‘the'CAC clinic Is available for consultation and follow-up eVéiuation ofthe child,

T.




- Physical Abus'e' Medical Examis -

- Tralhed medical personnel at the hosprtal ED or the chlld‘s prlmary care physlcran conduct med!cal ‘
,_‘feva[uatrons of suspicious or alleged child physlcal abuse, The CAC staff wrli make referrals and provide -

' . case coordmatlon services as lndlcated The procedure for documentatlon, release and sharmg of -
) rnformatlon is the same as outlined for sexual abuse medical exams, : -

-Continultyof(:ar :_ ;

. The child’s prlmary care physrclan isan Integral part of the child’s overat! health and safety svstem and as' .

such it is |mportant that the MDT- maintaan communication wrth the prlmary care physiclan. Prlmary care .

‘ .‘physicians are encouraged to refer their patients to Harcum House. for- all sexual abuse medrcal,‘,
' '-'exammatrons and for any examination that can benefit from the Cortexflo. The guiding principle Is- that

multrp!e medical examinations are avorded by. ongoing collaboration and communlcation between the_- :

- MDT members and the communrty s medical practltroners
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MENTAL HEALTH SER\HCES LiNKAGES

. Harcum: House, in partnershlp wrth mental health prowders in \ the Perry County communltv, agreeto work
- collaboratlvely to ensire that aEI chlldren and famlires in need of mental health treatment resulting from
~ child sexual or severe physical abuse. wlll recel\re trauma focused treatment in“an expedient- and
' _.: "professronal manner from masters leve| or: hlgher trained cliniaans, tralned in evidence based trauma
- Informed treatment modalltres The mental health partners in this protocol include, but are not hrnlted to
' :the following prov!ders S : : l

- Allvell Behavroral Health Serwces

: Hopewell Health Centers ‘
Integrated Serwces for. Behavloral Health

: Perry Behavioral Health Chomes

e 8 & o

‘ Each mental health provider agrees to pro\nde and maintain current lnformation regardmg sllding fee "
- scales ‘and Ensurances accepted, including Medicald, . to the Harcum. House so “that ‘mental health

,evaluatlon and treatment Is available to all Harcum House clients regardless of ability to pay.'Each mental
‘ health provider also agrees to prowde qu|c§< access to services by making every effort possible to place

Harcum House referrals at the top of waiting Iists when they exist,

'All Harcurn House related mental health servlces are provlded off-srte through srgned llnkage agreements E
' .wlth mental health provlders The llnkage agreement addresses rnltiation of referral conﬂdentralitv and
" release of mformation, and need for mental health provider to communlcate to the Harcum House new
7'|nformatlon that rmpacts prosecutlon/case resolution decis[ons The linkage agreement stipulates that ‘
- mental health records are the propertv of the mental health prowder A sample llnkage agreement Is
o -Encluded In this Protocol : c

Harcum House staff Is responslble for maklng the inatral referral for mental’ health evaluatron and

treatment, Referrals are made. with the parent/guardrans wtitten consent via a slgned release of

E '.mformatlon and preferably with the parent/guardlan present Results of trauma surveys and/or screens

and domestic v1o|ence screens are shared as part of the referral

| Mental health service provider are key members of the Harcum House s multl: d|5C|p!|nary team, therefore
‘ representation by at least one mental health provrder at Case. Revlew meetlngs is requrred Ail menta!
. <health provrders agree to attend meetings when invlted to dlscuss speolflc cases ' : '

~’In an effort fo ensure that the best qualltv of services Is. prowded to chlld wctlms of sexual and severe-
.physical abuse, Harcum House and mental health prov;ders agree to collaborate on'cross training staff on
toplcs of mutual mterest o : ‘
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" Linkage Agreement with-

s

Co HARCUM HOUSE : e
CHil.D ADVOCACY CENTER OF FAIRFEELD COUNTY

For Mental i-lea!th Evaluateon and Treatment

E The HARCUM HOUSE and L 'i:-‘: L ,mentalhealth prowder, agree to collaboratively
: prowde services to chitd vlctims of sexual and severe physlcal abUSe to ensure justice and healing for all '
- Perry Cunty chlldren and thelr famllles Collaborative services wlll be prowded as follows :

Harcum House staff is responsrbie for making the mitlal referral for mental health evaluatlon end :

treatment Referrals are made with the parent/guardlan s written consent Vla a signed release of .-
‘ mformat!on and- preferably with the parent/guardlan present, . _ N
.. The mental health prowder agrees to prioritize Harcum House referrals by placmg these referrals _
~ at the top of waitmg lists when they exist, and when no waitlng l:st exxsts reasonable efforts wlII S

| i be made to schedule evaluation within one week of referral:-

.- Harciim House staff Is- responsible for notifying the mental health provlder of scheduEed Case ' -
_Review meetmgs related to réferred cases. (Note for those prowders who attend Case Revrew L

regularlv this will be so noted in the Agreement), -
The mental health provider agrees 1o malntain commuh;catlon W|th Harcum House via slgned

“release of information to énsure that all children and famiiles i treatment réceive every Harcum
- House-related service mdlcated Examples lnclude but are not llmlted to cases in which child .

S . doesn t disclose in the assessment’ hut later discloses in therapy, cases in which. criminal charges '

are flled against the perpetrator and court preparatton services are required; and cases ln_whu:h :

j‘chlld discloses new information'in therapv which impacts ctiminal prosecution decisions.

The mental, health provider agrees to’ report all | suspected cases of chlid sexual and severe physical

: {-abuse to Perry County Children Serwces Board (PCCSB) and/or the approprlate faw enforcement .
o jurlsdlctlon as that s, the pomt of referral to access HARCUM HOUSE/CAC services '

| AThe HARCUM HOUSE believes in protectmg the client’s right to confldentlalitv To that encl the HARCUM
o HOUSE and - ... agree that all .mental health records are the
: property of thé mental health provlder, records are malntamed mslde the mental health provlder 5 offlces,
Cand: records can only be accessed by the HARCUM HOUSE via authorlzed release of mformatlon slgned by
: .-'-'the chlld s parent/guardlan

I “Harcum ljlouse' : o "I\hental.HealthAgency'

. DateSigned . o " DateSigned




o CAsE'aEerw '
""Members of the MDT wrth cases on the revnew list meet for case review month[y at a centraliy iocated_ .

and mutuai site within Perry County

Addtt;onaiiy, other service providers working wrth a ch:id and family can be invited to Case Revrew as
warranted - _ .

- The team coordmator or in his/her absence Pat;ent and Team Servrces Manager, Is responsrble for[_ oo

' formulating the meeting agenda of cases tohe reviewed The agendas are e- mailed to the MDT members';
two weeks prior-to the meeting Agendas are emaiied or faxed to other invited service provrders, and

‘ 'everyone is required 1o sign the ”Confidentiaiity Statement” at each meeting they attend '

'Rev:ewed cases wril he- open cases, with. chargmg declsrons or court acttons pendmg Compiex cases

mvolvmg human trafficking, pornography, or multiple perpetrators or cases where child safety s

. 'questtoned will be given priority Any case can be piaced on the case review Iist if a team member.r
requests it be mciuded '

‘ 'Due to the confidentiai nature of the- meetmgs, the agendas and other paperwork associated with the LT

' meet:ngs are not subject to dlsc!osure through publlc records requests

- The purpose of Case Review Is. to share information s0- that approprlate, coordlnated actlon plans and '
-decislons, inciudang service needs and referrais are made on chiid sexuai and Severe physica! abuse cases
referred to. the CAC ' : o - : '

' The team coordmator or in his/her absence the Patient and Teams Servzces Manager updates NCATrak
.'with case status, action pian and need, If any, for add1tionai rewew

Additlonaiiy, the team faciiitator commumcates any recommendations to absent team members

Cases are rewewed repeatediy untli all case resoiution decisions are made A case is considered ciosed to ‘
- Case Review once aii case resoiution ciecisions are made and- all referrais/imkages are secure.

CASE RESOLUTION

. ‘Case resolutlon declsmns can occuy at- any pomt in the process but typlcaliy decrsron maktng occurs at -

~casé review meetings whech allows for input from the entrre MDT. The MDT beizeves that consensus

‘provrdes the best action pian for cases. Team' members agree that PCSO, NLPD, RPD, CPD, SPD other Perry '
County law. enforcement ofﬂcers, and the Perry County Prosecutor office have prosecution declsipns.in

their respective cases, and that PCCSB requirements for child safety-and substantiation of abuse guide'

 case resoiution decisrons The gurding prrncrp!e, as stated throughout this Protocol is that ongoing
collaboration and open communication between team members and between drsmplmes promotes good
_]decisrons and prowdes best practice mterventions for chiidren and families. -
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' CASE TRACKENG

Case tracklng isa core ser\tlce provrded by the CAC to ensuré. that aII referred cases are momtored‘_ ]
throughout the lnvestlgatlon, treatment and. prosecutlon processes, and that all Iinkages are docu mented,

Harcum House utrllzes the NCATrak system that tracks the followrng

. ChiEd and family demographics e

;Alteged perpetrator demographlcs, Including reEationshlp to the chi!d
_ Nature ofabuse, child's allegation T : o

-Referral for medfcal exam

: Referral for- mental heaith services . S : ‘
'j Ps Case servrce dfsposmon case substantlated child placed outside of home o '
“LE rnvest|gatlon outcome g ~

Victfm Advocacy servlce provision -

Court disposition, crrmlnai and/or juvemfe - charges flled convrctlon/adjudicatron, offender‘
' classification

e o ¢ o @

e .o .0 @

A case Is tracked untll a[! servrces have been provrded and there is case resoiutron

" The ma}o rity of case trackfng data Is ‘ta ptured at the polnit of referral at the mtervlew, and at Case Review
: meetlngs ‘ S o i : . _

'Harcum House CAC staff is responssble for all case tracktng mctudang data entry The lntake Specrallst
“opens new cases and enters referrai mformation The forensic mtervrewer and clrn:c coordmator update
~the: rntervrew and medical tabs. Child and Famriy Servlce Specialists update the victim advocacy and other '

' 'tabs mcludmg Iaw enforcement, CPS and prosecution at each contact :

o All team members prov!de updated informat!on about case progress at case revlew and mformeliy via
~email’ between meetlngs The team facditator updates the database aftef every case review,

- Informatlon obtained through the Performance Measurement System as reqmred by grantors, ls inputted '
: by the team coordinator or the Patient and Team Serwces Manager : :

_MDT members have read only access to aﬂ NCATrak informatlon for cases that mvolve their. agency
' Prosecutors and CAC staff have access to all cases. Addltlonalfy, team member 5 superwsors and agency

heads have read only access to NCATrak that :nvolve the:r staff, .
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§ TRAIN!NG PROTOCOL .

The Child Advocacv Center program of Harcum House beiieves that aii MDT members must have the
necessary skills and trammg to pro\nde best practlce inter\rentions for all chlidren and famllies served by
-the Center To that end the following are'the standards and expectat:ons for MDT training

All staff case workers and faw enforcement offrcers who conduct child mterviews are required to :

have compieted a mmimum of one (1) traming course on Interviewing chlldren ‘that includes S S

training on child development The preferred tralning curricula are- the five (5) day tralning,
provided by Childhood Trust, Finding Words, the APSAC or NCAC model tramings ot the full 5 days

. of Béyond the Silence When case workers or 3aw enforcement officers assigned to the MDT have -

‘not vet been tralned those staff agree that they will not interview a child and instead wil defer~
%0 the MDT member who has completed the requared trarmng

‘_rinterviewmg tralnlng Is’. recommended for aII other MDT members to promote sound.' -
_ understanding of the informatlon gathering process - -

'Team members and staff are requlred to attend a'minimum of ¢ one (1) MDT tralning annually wrth ,

" the recommendatron to attend at least two to three specialized trainings per year. The preferred '

“training format is one (1) multl-day national of régional conference. Harcum House commits to. '
_-ailocating a portion of its annuai budget to MDT training for aII MDT members '

'Mentai health professtonals partic:pating ‘on the team will be tralned In trauma—focused'
] interventlons .

: Medical professlonals particrpatmg on the team w;ll meet aII requrrements for pediatrlc trainlng '

anci contlnuing education

Harcum House, in coliaboration with MDT member agenmes, wlli organize and prowde at Ieast'

.one (1) toptc—specifrc trainlng annuaiiy

The MDT meet's quarterly, outside of Case Review meetings, for the purpose of cross trainin'g, .
_team deveiopment peer review, and for discussion of any Issues that affect team functioning.

" Team members signup to present information of mutual interest to the Team on such topi¢s as - :

| prosecution, testifylng, medical diagnosis; mental heaithlnter\!entions, ete. Addrtlonally, outside -
" speakers are invited-to present on topics of- Interest 1o the team mcludmg toplcs that enhance :
- cultural competency and sensitivity : : - -
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