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Dear Friends,

The summer is going by quickly and harvest will soon be upon us.  Crops look to be in good shape for 
most, just wish I could say the same about prices.  Please keep scouting for weeds in your fields.  
Waterhemp was found in the county this year, but luckily it was only a few plants and they have been 
destroyed.

Farm Science Review tickets are available at the Perry County Extension office through September 17, 
2018.  Tickets are $7.00 at the office and $10.00 at the gate.  Enclosed is information on golf carts, if you are 
interested I would suggest you register early.

We also have received a second supply of Perry County Plat Books if anyone is interested.  They can be 
purchased for $25.00 at the Perry County Extension or Chamber Offices.

As many of you have heard that Wendy’s and Tyson will be requiring Beef Quality Assurance by the 
January 1, 2019.  We have two programs scheduled for Morgan and Perry Counties, flyer enclosed with 
dates and locations.  If you cannot attend the following link has other dates listed: 
http://u.osu.edu/beefteam/events-programs/. Other trainings will be held next winter as well.

Ohio Farm Custom Rates 2018 are now available at: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/farm-management-
tools/custom-rates-and-machinery-costs

Finally, I would like to thank everyone who supported this year’s Perry County Fair.  We had great 
weather and a tremendous sale!

Additional agriculture and natural resource informational can be found at Ohio State University Extension 
website: https://agnr.osu.edu/resources.

Ted Wiseman
Extension Educator
Perry County ANR

cc. Pam Montgomery

http://u.osu.edu/beefteam/events-programs/
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/farm-management-tools/custom-rates-and-machinery-costs
https://agnr.osu.edu/resources
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS  
2018

September
11 Agronomy College

Flyer Enclosed
14-15 Statewide Sheep Shearing School

Flyer Enclosed
18-20 Farm Science Review

Flyer Enclosed
October
15 Beef Quality Assurance

6:00 pm, Morgan County High School, Ag Room
Flyer Enclosed

18 Beef Quality Assurance
6:00 pm, Perry County Senior Center
Flyer Enclosed

November
13 Beef Quality Assurance

Muskingum Livestock Sale Barn
7:00 P.M.

December
18 Beef Quality Assurance

Muskingum Livestock Sale Barn
7:00 P.M.

Contact the Perry County Extension Offices for detailed information
(Registration Deadlines and Fees, etc.)

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis.  For more 
information:  http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 

http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity


OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

Don’t forget to rest your roots!
Ted Wiseman originally published in Farm & Dairy 8.9.18

Fall pasture management is a critical period for pastures.  For many of us we have had adequate rain fall up 
until recently and pastures have done well to this point.  As we transition into late summer and early fall it is 
critical to pay close attention to your forages.  Some pastures may be stock piled, but those intended to be 
grazed this fall still need time to rest.  It’s very tempting to use those forages that green up late in the fall.  
Management decisions made this fall will greatly impact forage growth next year.

During the fall of the year forages are doing a couple of things.  Root regeneration and forming new shoots 
or growing points.  We only see the growing leaves of the plants; one must consider the other half of the 
plant which is below ground.  During the growing season the leaves are feeding the entire plant.  If we 
remove too much of the leaves we are reducing the plants ability to produce carbohydrates through 
photosynthesis.  These carbohydrates are stored for the most part in the crown of the plants compared to 
the roots.    

During times of drought, plants will shed roots.  Shorter roots reduce the ability to take in moisture and 
nutrients.  Even with fertilizer applications shooter roots are less productive.  Overgrazing results in shorter 
leaves reducing the plants rate of carbohydrate production.  Carbohydrates are stored in the crown of the 
plants which is generally in the lower 3 – 4 inches of the plant for most cool season pastures.  This is why 
recommendations are to leave stubble heights no lower than 4 – 6 inches, either from grazing or by mowing.  
In the fall these crown tillers are brown or dormant often thought to be dead.  These crowns not only provide 
nutrients for the new growth, but provide physical protection from extreme weather conditions.

Early fall is an ideal time to take soil samples.  Based upon the results you can apply the recommended 
rates of lime or fertilizer.  This will also help in root regeneration and regrowth.  Nitrogen application in the 
fall along with adequate moisture will increase pasture growth.  Generally no more than 40 to 50 pounds of 
nitrogen should be applied.  Typically in our area, fertilizer applications should be made no later than the 
first of October.  High nitrogen applications will keep the plants from starting the overwintering process.  Too 
much nitrogen too late could result in winter damage due to the excessive growth reducing sugar 
concentrations in the stubble.  Proline is what protects plant cells from winter damage or death.  If not 
enough time is allowed or too much nitrogen is applied the plant does not have enough time for this process 
to occur.  

Scouting pastures this time of year and giving plants enough time to store carbohydrates in the fall is critical 
for long term productivity.  So don’t be greedy and keep an eye on stubble height and use those soil test 
results to make economic decisions to make your pastures productive for many years.
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No Pigweed Left Behind - Late-Season Scouting for Palmer Amaranth and Waterhemp
Author(s): Mark Loux, C.O.R.N. NEWSLETTER  //  2018-23

If you don’t already have to deal with waterhemp or Palmer amaranth, you don’t want it.  Ask anyone who does.  
Neither one of these weeds is easy to manage, and both can cause substantial increases in the cost of herbicide 
programs, which have to be constantly changed to account for the multiple resistance that will develop over time (not 
“can”, “will”).  The trend across the country is for them to develop resistance to any new herbicide sites of action that 
are used in POST treatments.  Preventing new infestations of these weeds should be of high priority for Ohio growers.  
When not adequately controlled, Palmer amaranth can take over a field faster than any other annual weed we deal 
with, and waterhemp is a close second.  Taking the time to remove any Palmer and waterhemp plants from fields in 
late-season before they produce seed will go a long way toward maintaining the profitability of Ohio farm operations.  
There is information on Palmer amaranth and waterhemp identification on most university websites, including ours –
u.osu.edu/osuweeds/ (go to “weeds” and then “Palmer amaranth”).  An excellent brief video on identification can be 
found there, along with a fact sheet.  The dead giveaway for Palmer amaranth as we move into late summer is the long 
seedhead, and those on female seed-bearing plants are extremely rough to the touch.  We recommend the following as 
we progress from now through crop harvest:

- Take some time now into late summer to scout fields, even if it’s from the road or field edge with a pair of binoculars.  
This would be a good time to have a friend with a drone that provides real-time video, or your own personal satellite.  
Scouting from the road is applicable mostly to soybean fields, since corn will often hide weed infestations.

- Walk into the field to check out any weeds that could be Palmer amaranth, waterhemp, or are otherwise mysterious.  
If you need help with identification, send photos to us or pull plants and take them to someone who can identify them.  
Palmer and waterhemp are considerably different in appearance than giant ragweed and marestail, the most common 
late-season offenders. 

- Where the presence of Palmer amaranth or waterhemp is confirmed, check to see whether plants have mature seed 
(in Palmer infestations these are the rough female seedheads), by shaking/crushing parts of the seedhead into your 
hand or other surface that will provide contrast.  Mature seed will be small and very dark.

- Plants without mature seed should be cut off just below the soil surface, and ideally removed from the field and 
burned or composted.  Plants with mature seed should be cut off and bagged (at least the seedheads) and removed 
from the field, or removed via any other method that prevents seed dispersal through the field.

- If the Palmer amaranth or waterhemp population is too dense to remove from the field, some decisions need to be 
made about whether or how to mow or harvest.  Harvesting through patches or infested fields will result in further 
spread throughout the field and also contamination of the combine with weed seed that can then be dispersed in other 
fields.  So consider: 1) not harvesting areas of the field infested with Palmer amaranth or waterhemp, and instead 
mowing several times to prevent seed production, and 2) harvesting the infested field(s) after all other fields have been 
harvested, and cleaning the combine thoroughly before further use.  This also applies to any infestations that are 
discovered while harvesting.

- Scout field borders and adjacent roadsides, areas that flood or receive manure application, and also CREP/wildlife 
area seedings.  The latter can become infested due to contaminated seed produced in states where Palmer amaranth 
and waterhemp are endemic and not considered noxious.  Reminder - ODA will test any seed used for these purposes 
for the presence of Palmer amaranth.

- Feel free to contact OSU weed science for help with identification or management of Palmer amaranth and 
waterhemp.  Mark Loux – loux.1@osu.edu, Bruce Ackley – Ackley.19@osu.edu.
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Golf Cart Information:

Reservations for rentals from the Golf Car Company are full for Farm Science Review 2018.  All golf carts brought by 
visitors can be registered at Gate A for $10.  All ADA approved mobility devices are welcome with no registration 
needed.  Vehicles entering the parking areas with trailers will be directly to the trailer parking area on the East side of 
the visitor parking lot.

Special Needs vehicles rules and regulations for the 2018 Farm Science Review     
golf cart, electric scooter, segway or other ADA approved accessible units are allowed for the 2018 FSR visitor.
The Farm Science Review is a pedestrian show and therefore, pedestrians always have the right-of-way.  However, it 
is noted that some of our visitors may require physical assistance to visit the show by utilizing ADA approved 
transportation or a golf cart.  A golf cart should only be used by those who need physical assistance.  The Farm 
Science Review is a golf cart only facility, meaning UTVs, ATVs, and all other vehicles are prohibited.  The use of a golf 
cart at the Farm Science Review is deemed a privilege!  In 2018, the Farm Science Review will continue to implement 
the policy to address safety concerns for our pedestrians for those who require assistance with a golf cart.  One of two 
credentials will need to be produced by either the driver or passenger of the golf cart in order to bring their own golf cart
whether owned or rented from another company or to rent a golf cart from the Farm Science Review designated 
vendor, Golf Car and Equipment Co. – 1) a receipt that an individual is disabled (the paperwork that accompanies the 
issuance of a disabled hang tag or license plate) or 2) a medical excuse from a doctor.  Contact Farm Science Review 
management at 614-292-4278 if you have any questions about this policy.

Detailed Information: https://fsr.osu.edu/visitors/golf-cart-information

https://fsr.osu.edu/visitors/golf-cart-information
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